Global Perspective: A Guide to International Organizations with Environmental Influence
Global Environment Facility—Established in 1990 through cooperation among the World Bank, UNEP, and UNDP, the GEF is an experiment in providing low- or no-interest loans for programs in four areas: protection of the ozone layer, reduction of greenhouse gases, protection of international water resources, and protection of biodiversity.

International Development Association—An affiliate of the World Bank, IDA is a leading agency intended to finance development projects in the poorer member countries for the same general purpose as the World Bank.

International Monetary Fund—The IMF is a specialized agency of the United Nations that aims to promote international monetary cooperation and stabilization of currencies, to facilitate the expansion and balanced growth of world trade, and to help member countries meet temporary difficulties in foreign payments.
Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development—OECD promotes economic and social welfare in member countries and harmonious development of the world economy.  Members of OECD are the industrialized countries of North America and Western Europe, and Australia, Japan, and New Zealand.
United Nations Development Program—UNDP is the United Nations’ central agency for funding economic and social development projects around the world.  It is intended to help developing countries increase the wealth-producing capabilities of their natural and human resources.
United Nations Environment Program—UNEP is the U.N. agency intended to cover the major environmental issues facing both the developed and the developing areas of the world.  UNEP also is responsible for promoting environmental law and education and training for the management of the environment.

World Bank—Officially named the International Bank for Reconstruction and Development, the World Bank is the leading organization in the field of multilateral financing of investment and technical assistance.  Beginning operations in 1946, this specialized agency of the United Nations originally was concerned with reconstruction of Europe after World War II and now provides assistance to developing nations and the underdeveloped areas of the Western world.
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