Global Perspective: Earth Day 1970-1995

On April 22, 1970, citizens of all ages celebrated Earth Day by planting trees, cleaning up vacant lots, starting gardens, and learning about the delicacy of the natural world.

The spontaneity of Earth Day 1970 and the grassroots-powered energy it developed were felt in the political arena for many years.  Plans for an American SST (a controversial supersonic transport plane) were scrapped, Congress enacted the Clean Air Act, new in-plant pollution laws were passed, and the U.S. government banned the military’s controversial use of toxic defoliants in Indochina.  Earth Day 1970 marked the beginning of political activism for many individuals and awakened public sentiment regarding the health of our environment.


Many saw Earth Day 1970 as a chance to reflect on the environment of the 21st century.  While many of the issues are the same today as they were 20 years ago, scientific knowledge and public awareness have grown.  We are also beginning to recognize that environmental problems in one country cross national borders, affecting the planet on which all of us must live.  While Earth Day 1970 was primarily a North American event, Earth Day 195 was international in scope.

The organizers of Earth Day 1995 were working toward specific accomplishments, including:


A worldwide ban on emissions of chlorofluorocarbons, which destroy the ozone layer and contribute to global warming, to be fully implemented within five years

Slowing the rate of global warming through dramatic, sustained reductions in carbon dioxide emissions, including higher standards for automobile fuel efficiency and the rapid adoption of a transportation system not powered by fossil fuels


Preservation of old-growth forests, in both temperate and tropical areas


A ban on packaging that is neither recyclable nor biodegradable, and the implementation of strong, effective recycling programs in every community

A swift transition to renewable energy resources


Dramatic increases in residential and industrial energy efficiency


A comprehensive hazardous-waste minimization program, emphasizing source reduction


Heightened protection for endangered species and habitants


New protections for marine resources, including marine mammals and fisheries


A new sense of responsibility for the protection of the planet by individuals, communities, and nations


The adoption by all countries of strategies to stabilize their populations within sustainable limits using environmentally sustainable agricultural and industrial processes
