Environmental Close-Up:  Recyclables Market Basket
Annually in the United States, about 75 percent of scrap used tires are recovered.  Scrap tires are difficult to dispose of in landfills and waste incinerators.  An estimated 800 million are currently stockpiled.  These stockpiles can provide convenient habitats for rodents, serve as breeding grounds for mosquitoes, and pose fire hazards.  Of the scrap tires that are used, about 40 percent are burned for energy.  Scrap tires also are used for rubberized asphalt paving, molded rubber products, and athletic surfaces.

About 96 percent of automotive batteries are recovered each year in North America.  Although these lead-acid batteries constitute a small portion of the waste stream, they contain metals that may be a concern when disposed of in landfills and incinerators.  All three components of automotive batteries are recyclable: the lead, the acid, and the plastic casing.


About 70 percent of all used oil is recovered in North America.  Only 10 percent of the amount generated by people who change their own motor oil is returned to collection programs.  If disposed of improperly, such as being poured down sewage drains, used oil can contaminate soil, groundwater, and surface water.  In some communities, used motor oil is collected at service stations, corporate or municipal collection sites, or at curbside.
