Environmental Close-Up:  Shaping U.S. Environmental Policy as the New Century Begins
During the presidential campaign of 2000, the economy, health care, and education were primary issues, and environmental issues were secondary.  However, as the new administration began to formulate policy, national and global environmental issues became increasingly visible.  Public debates about drilling in the Artic National Wildlife Refuge, global warming, the Kyoto Protocol, and the environmental concerns surrounding world trade made the environment front-page news.

Rather than attempting to pass judgment on the Bush administration’s policies, it is perhaps more beneficial to look at the polarization that exists over the policies.  The statements that follow present widely different perspectives on the significance of policy decisions of the Bush administration.  One presents the views of the administration, the other the views of environmental organizations.

_____________________________________________________________________________
The Bush Administration’s Environmental Record 
(Published by the Bush Administration)
Preamble

President Bush has articulated a vision for environmental protection that focuses on results: Cleaner air, water and land, and healthier people and ecosystems.  To achieve these goals, we need a strong and growing economy.  Our environmental policies thus recognize the importance of a robust economy, which provides the public and private resources needed to make new investments in environmental conservation.  The President sees these goals as complementary, rather than competing—strong economic growth and strong environmental protection can and must go hand-in-hand.  In his first year, President Bush made significant progress toward achieving each of these goals.

Brownfields Cleanup—Bringing New Life to Abandoned Sites in Our Cities and Towns:  Fulfilling an important campaign commitment, President Bush signed historic legislation that will result in more cleanup and redevelopment of contaminated industrial sites, improving the environment, protecting public health, creating jobs, and revitalizing communities.

Clear Skies—A Clean Air Act for the 21st Century:  President Bush’s initiative would dramatically improve air quality by cutting power plant’s emissions of three critical pollutants by 70 percent—more than any other presidential clean air initiative.  This historic legislative proposal would bring clean air to American communities faster, more reliably, and more effectively than the current Clean Air Act.

Energy Bill—Promoting Clean, Affordable, Reliable Energy for America:  President Bush has prepared the first national energy policy in years, and is working with Congress to pass legislation that will promote affordable, reliable, and clean energy that is essential to American’s security, environmental quality, and economic growth.

Land Conservation—Working in Partnership with States:  President Bush has pushed to fully fund the Land and Water Conservation Fund, and worked successfully with Congress to significantly increase its funding.  President Bush has also used the Land and Water Conservation Fund to increase support for partnerships for cooperative conservation, and has requested $100 million in FY’03 funding for a new Cooperative Conservation Initiative.

Global Environment—A Realistic, Growth-Oriented Approach to Climate Change:  The President has committed American to a new strategy to meet the challenge of long-term global climate change by reducing the greenhouse gas intensity of our economy by 18 percent over the next 10 years.  This goal is supported by a broad range of domestic and international climate change initiatives, including $4.5 billion in FY’03 funding for climate change, as well as $178 million for the Global Environmental Facility and $50 million to help conserve tropical forests through programs like debt-for-nature swaps.
Budget:  President Bush’s $44.4 billion FY’03 environment and natural resources budget request is the highest ever—$1.4 billion, or 3 percent, higher than FY’02 enacted.  The President’s budget proposal provides $4.1 billion, the highest level ever for EPA’s operating program, and provides the highest level ever for EPA state program grants, $1.2 billion.

______________________________________________________________________________
The Bush Budget: Bad News for Our Environment and Our Health 
(Published by the Sierra Club, with comments from the Natural Resources Defense Council)
Preamble
As this is written on the eve of Earth Day 2002, our nation’s environmental landscape is changing for the worse.  Agencies throughout the Bush administration are taking explicit directions from big cooperate polluters, allowing these corporations to rewrite the agency rules that give life to America’s environmental laws.


It is not news that the Bush administration has an anti-environmental tilt.  In fact, the early months of this presidency were defined in part by overwhelming public disapproval of the administration’s positions on arsenic in drinking water, drilling in the Arctic National Wildlife Refuge, and carbon dioxide pollution from power plants.  Since September 11, however, the environmental assault has a quietly intensified, bolstered by a growing critical mass of presidential appointees at key federal agencies actively pursuing an anti-environment agenda, emboldened by the president’s surge in popularity, and unchecked by news media distracted by the war on terrorism.

Energy Research Cuts:  The Bush Administration has proposed cutting energy efficiency research and development by 27% overall, with over 50% cut in some specific programs in FY’03.  These cuts would hamstring efforts to improve efficiency in homes, vehicles, businesses, and industry.


President Bush has proposed cutting renewable energy research and development programs by 36% in FY’03.  This cut would slow the development of key renewable energy technologies.

Environmental Protection Agency Cuts:  Overall President Bush is cutting $500 million from the EPA’s budget including a cut of $158 million from the EPA’s effort to enforce laws that keep polluters from fouling the air we breathe and the water we drink.  In addition to these cuts, his budgetary sleight of hand shifts money to states, crippling the federal government’s ability to enforce fair and consistent environmental standards.
Interior Department Cuts:  The President’s budget includes numerous examples where he shifts money away from conserving landscapes and wildlife and instead uses the money for mining and oil drilling on our public lands.  In addition, it tilts the balance from experienced from experienced federal oversight and lets individual states decide whether to protect wildlife and open space.


The President cuts the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service budget by $168 million, slashing money dedicated to protecting wildlife habitat, wetlands restoration, and endangered species.
