Issues and Analysis: Corporate Response to Environmental Concerns
In the 1990s, McDonald’s Corporation announced it would switch from polystyrene to paper for packaging its food products.  In making this announcement, McDonald’s stated that it was responding to consumer pressure to become more environmentally conscientious.  Is using paper to wrap fast-food better for the environment than using polystyrene? The answer is not a simple yes or no.

Advocates for the switch say that polystyrene takes up spaces in landfills and does not decompose.  They also argue that the burning of polystyrene foam in incinerators might release harmful air pollutants.


Opponents of the switch argue that polystyrene can be recycled into useful products, such as insulation board or playground equipment.  They further argue that using paper means cutting forests and that since the paper used to wrap the food is coated with wax, it cannot be recycled.


Many grocery chains now offer several choices of carryout bags.  Some encourage reuse of bags by deducting a small amount from the customer’s bill.  Others provide a choice of paper or plastic.

· What are the pros and cons of paper and plastic?

· Which alternative do you prefer? Why?

· Is there an alternative to both?
