Issues and Analysis: Decision Making in Land-Use Planning—The Malling of America
The following situation has happened thousands of times during the past 20 years:

A developer has just announced plans to build a large shopping mall on the outskirts of your city in what is now prime farmland.  Many jobs will be created by the construction and operation of the proposed mall, which will include stores and three new theaters.  Presently, your city has some unemployment, only one theater in the downtown areas, and little variety in its retail businesses.  On the surface, the proposed mall seems to be only good news.  Is this the case? Before answering, look at the entire situation.

· What will happen to the downtown area when the mall is opened?

· If you owned a downtown business, would you favor building the mall?

· What will happen to the taxes on the farms near the new mall?

· If you were a farmer, would you favor the project?

· What effect will paving prime farmland have?

· How will storm water runoff be affected?

· How will future housing development be influenced?

· What other problems can be associated with building the complex?

· If you were the mayor or city manager, would you favor construction of the mall? Why?

· Is the proposed project all good news after all?
