Issues and Analysis: International Air Pollution
Acid rain originates as a form of air pollution, but it may damage the environment in the form of water pollution.  Also, air pollution that originates in one country may result in water pollution in another country.  A particular nation may have stringent environmental controls within its own boundaries but have environmental problems because of the actions of a neighboring country.

Recently, the phenomenon of acid rain has underscored the need for international cooperation in dealing with various environmental concerns.  For example, an estimated 56 percent of the acid rain falling in Sweden originates outside of that country.  The main sources of the pollutants are Germany and the United Kingdom—because the west coast of Sweden receives winds from these countries.  When these industrialized countries release sulfur dioxide into the atmosphere, the result is acid rain in Sweden.  Since the 1930s, lakes in western Sweden have become more acidic by a value of two pH units.  Ten thousand lakes have pHs below 6.0, and 5000 lakes have pHs below 5.0.  A pH below 5.5 is too acidic for many species of fish.


In the 1930s, the United Kingdom initiated a program to reduce air pollution.  This program has been successful in that the air in the United Kingdom has become cleaner.  However, since one of the country’s solutions was to build taller smokestacks, more of the pollutants from the United Kingdom are transported to Sweden.

· Should the United Kingdom be permitted to disperse air pollutants in a manner that damages the Swedish environment?

· Should there be a series of international agreements to control and regulate the movement of airborne pollutants across international boundaries?

· In addition to air pollutants, are there other forms of pollutants that can naturally be transported across international boundaries?
