Worldwide Soil Degradation
As humans have used the land and its soil for agriculture, grazing, fuel-wood production, and forestry, we have had profound effects on the rates at which soils are formed and lost. Removal of the vegetation has accelerated soil erosion so that most of the world is losing soil faster than it is being formed. The degradation is most severe where the need for food is greatest, since starving people are forced to overexploit their already overused soils. The map and graphs illustrate the magnitude of the soil degradation problem and the relative importance of the causes.
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