CHAPTER19-THE INCREASING INFLUENCE OF EUROPE

The Holy Roman Empire, which would dominate central Europe for about
500 years, began in 962 when Pope John XII proclaimed Otto of Saxony emperor.
But struggles continued between the church and the civil government.

During this period, there are also the beginnings of regional monarchies in
France and England with the founding of the Capetian dynasty (987) in France and
the invasion of England by William of Normandy (1066). Central Italy was ruled by
the popes. The city-states in the north, including Florence and Venice, eventually
became starting points of the Renaissance. For a time, Christians and Muslims both
ruled the Iberian Peninsula. In the late thirteenth century, the Christians launched
the reconquista, pushing out the Muslims and regaining most of Iberia.

By the late tenth century, population growth began to change Europe. More
land is cleared for farming and new methods such as crop rotation, new crops, and
an increase in domestic animals began to increase food supplies. The population of
Europe jumped to 50 million in just 500 years.

During this period society also changed. With surpluses to trade, there was a
revival of towns and peasants began to move to urban areas for more opportunities.
Society saw the advent of the three estates: the clergy, the nobility, and the peasants
and serfs. This system was the model for most of European society and would
endure in some places until the late 1700s. This was also the age of chivalry, a code
of ethics and behavior for the nobility. The guild system also began in this period.
In a guild, a group of people in the same profession came together for support, to
regulate production and sales of goods, to control the quality of goods, and control
who could enter the profession.

The one constant in the high middle ages was the Catholic Church. It
controlled and spread education, created universities, reflected the influence of
Aristotle, and began the tradition of scholasticism. It also offered salvation and
comfort.

Medieval Europe expanded in many directions in the ninth and tenth
centuries. As the Scandinavians moved west to New Foundland, many Christians
moved to Scandinavia, most notably during the Crusades. In 1095, Pope Urban II
called for knights to reclaim the Holy Land. What followed was a series of Crusades,
some successful and some not, between 1095 and 1204. One captured Jerusalem
and one Constantinople. In the end, the Crusaders were forced to withdraw.
However, the legacy of the Crusades was long-lived. The trade that developed
between the Europeans and Muslims changed Europe, as did the exposure to
Muslims ideas concerning mathematics, astronomy, the previously lost teachings of
Aristotle, and inventions including numerals and paper.

Key Concept 3.1. Expansion and Intensification of Communication and
Exchange Networks

[I. The movement of peoples caused environmental and linguistic effects.



Key Concept 3.2. Continuity and Innovation of State Forms and Their
Interactions

II. Interregional contacts and conflicts between states and empires encouraged
significant technological and cultural transfers, for example between Tang
China and the Abbasids, across the Mongol empires and during the Crusades.

Key Concept 3.3. Increased Economic Productive Capacity and Its
Consequences

II. The fate of cities varied greatly, with periods of significant decline, and with
periods of increased urbanization buoyed by rising productivity and
expanding trade networks.

[II. Despite significant continuities in social structures and in methods of
production, there were also some important changes in labor management
and in the effect of religious conversion on gender relations and family life.



