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◀ Figure 11F.8  Other capitals are 
intended to help move population 
toward less populous areas. We call 
these forward capitals. Brasília, Brazil, 
is an example of a forward capital that 
serves as a focal point for new develop-
ment in less populous and less devel-
oped regions—in Brazil’s case, far from 
existing centers in Rio de Janeiro and 
São Paulo.

Figure 11F.9 ▶ Some capitals have been developed as 
alternatives to the old colonial capitals that then served 
as the capital of the newly independent state for a long 
period of time. Islamabad in Pakistan serves as both a 
forward capital but also as a repudiation of the colonial 
capital of Karachi.

◀ Figure 11F.10  Capitals may be estab-
lished in the most central area of the coun-
try. Such is the case when Turkey chose its 
capital of Ankara, which is in the center of 
the Anatolian peninsula, instead of the more 
important and populous city of Istanbul.
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