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Activity

Choosing a place to live can be a complicated task. In making this decision, you should carefully 
analyze and evaluate household needs, wants, likes, dislikes, and needed resources such as community 
services. Once these factors have been identified, it’s wise to learn more about the community being con-
sidered, its neighborhoods, and its available services.

Directions: Imagine that your parents just announced that your family is going to move. Make one copy 
of the checklist below for each member of your family. Ask each family member to complete the checklist 
and then tabulate the results. Use your findings to answer the questions on the next page.

Choosing a Location Very 
Important

Important Somewhat 
Important

Not 
Important

Urban area 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Rural area 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Suburban area 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Choosing a Neighborhood Very 
Important

Important Somewhat 
Important

Not 
Important

Good public transportation 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Close to public transportation 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Close to work 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Close to school 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Quiet neighborhood 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Safe neighborhood 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Clean neighborhood 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Established neighborhood 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Newly built neighborhood 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Multi-age neighborhood 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Community Services Very 
Important

Important Somewhat 
Important

Not 
Important

Good schools 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Fire and police protection 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Garbage collection 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Recreational facilities 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Well-stocked library  
and museums

	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q
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Activity 16 (continued)

Housing Alternatives Very 
Important

Important Somewhat 
Important

Not 
Important

Apartment 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Town house 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Duplex 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Triplex 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Fourplex 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Single-family house 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Other Preferences Very 
Important

Important Somewhat 
Important

Not 
Important

Lots of trees 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Parking nearby 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Pets allowed 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Many families with children 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Close to relatives 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Close to shopping 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Close to cultural events 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Close to sporting events 	 q 	 q 	 q 	 q

Thinking It Over
	 1.	 Did you and the adults in your family have any preferences in common? If so, which items?

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

	 2.	 Did any responses of other family members surprise you? If so, which ones and why?
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

	 3.	 Which of the housing alternatives would best accommodate your family? Explain.
______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________


